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Statement of Chris Bliley, Director of Regulatory Affairs, Growth Energy 
 
Good morning and thank you for the opportunity to testify today.  My name is Chris Bliley and I am the 
Director of Regulatory Affairs for Growth Energy.  Growth Energy is a leading trade association 
representing 80 ethanol plants and 81 associate members involved in the value chain of producing ethanol.  
Our members produce ethanol from grain and are leaders in innovating second-generation fuels from 
sources like plant wastes and algae. 
 
We see the Renewable Fuel Standard (RFS) as a modern American success story that has created jobs, 
revitalized rural America, injected much-needed competition into the vehicle fuels market, lowered the 
price at the pump, improved the environment, and made our nation more energy independent.  
Unfortunately, EPA’s 2014 proposal to waive the statutory renewable volume obligations would 
eviscerate the RFS.  It would cause severe harm to farmers, the biofuels industry, and the nation’s 
economy.  This proposal is already creating great uncertainty for farmers and other industry investors. 
 
The RFS was approved by a bipartisan majority in Congress and enacted into law nearly six years ago.  
Since that time, the oil industry has used its considerable power to delay, litigate, and undercut the RFS.  
Now, by refusing to take any steps to allow higher biofuel blends into the consumer marketplace, the oil 
industry is claiming the statutory volumes of the RFS cannot be met because of the so-called “blend wall.”  
The EPA’s proposal to waive the statutory renewable fuel volumes mistakenly accepts this logic.  It 
ignores the potential for E15, E85 and biodiesel.  It ignores the large surplus of RINs, which could be used 
in 2014.  It ignores increased gasoline demand.  And, most fundamentally, it ignores Congressional intent 
in creating the RFS program.  The program was designed to spur investment in renewable fuels, not to 
punish those who have invested while rewarding those who have impeded development. 
 
Since the RFS’ inception, the ethanol industry has produced ample biofuel to meet the statutory 
obligations of the RFS and it has ample capacity to do so again in 2014.  With this proposal, EPA is 
waiving the statutory volumes – including, for the first time, the total renewable fuel volume – on the 
ground that there is insufficient demand for higher-level blends, notwithstanding the fact that the oil 
industry has refused to give consumers a choice at the pump.  The statutory volumes can easily be met if 
the oil industry would simply comply with the original intent of the RFS and allow higher ethanol blends 
like E15 to be competitively sold to consumers. 
 
While some have claimed that the infrastructure is not in place to dispense ethanol blends above 10 
percent that is simply not the case.  The vast majority of gasoline dispensing equipment made since 2008 
is warranted for ethanol blends as high as E15 and underground storage tanks made in the last 20 years are 
equipped to handle blends up to 100% ethanol.  As for the market, nearly 80 percent of the vehicles on the 
road today are approved by EPA for E15 and there are over 16 million flex-fuel vehicles that can consume 
even higher blends – up to and including E85.  Also, EIA recently increased its gasoline demand estimates 
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indicating 2.1 to 2.9 million gallons of additional use per day, which means even more ethanol can be 
blended as E10.  Clearly there is the capacity and ability to push through the so-called “blend wall” – now 
is not the time to retreat from the goals of the RFS. 
This proposal would also jeopardize the tremendous success our nation’s farmers have seen as a result of 
the certainty of the RFS with net farm income increasing by 51 percent while federal farm payments have 
decreased 57 percent. 
 
Similarly, the proposal directly threatens an American-made biofuels industry at a time when our nation 
can least afford to lose jobs.  Companies from all over the world have invested billions of dollars in first 
and second generation biofuels in the U.S. and are poised to do more.   Arbitrarily reducing the levels 
established in the statute threatens investments that are making commercial production of cellulosic 
ethanol a reality – projects that will help achieve the significant greenhouse gas reduction goals outlined 
in the RFS. 
 
EPA should move the RFS forward, not backward.  EPA should not reduce the total renewable fuel 
volume below the level that provides for 14.4 billion gallons of conventional ethanol and attainable 
domestically produced advanced biofuel levels. 
 
Thank you. 
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About Growth Energy 
Growth Energy represents the producers and supporters of ethanol who feed the world and fuel 
America in ways that achieve energy independence, improve economic well-being and create a healthier 
environment for all Americans now. For more information, please visit us at www.GrowthEnergy.org, 
follow us on Twitter @GrowthEnergy or connect with us on Facebook. 
 
 


