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Twenty-twenty was an unprecedented year of upheaval — our families, communities, and industry 
faced new and daunting challenges and uncertainty. Through a worldwide pandemic, disastrous 
storms, and trade wars, our industry remained agile and resilient, seizing every opportunity to 
play our part in the nation’s pubic health response, while working to stabilize business and propel 
the industry forward.

Our 2020 annual report highlights how your team at Growth Energy remained steadfast in our 
efforts to ensure that our industry’s needs and priorities were top of mind among regulators, our 
elected officials, and even on the campaign trail. Thanks to these efforts, I’m proud to say that 
no other industry is in the same position to revitalize rural America in the wake of COVID-19 or 
rebuild America’s agricultural supply chains. 

Our top priority during the pandemic remained constant — to support our producers, their 
staff, and their communities. When many in the industry were forced to go offline, we 
pressed lawmakers for assistance. When there was a shortage of hand sanitizer, we helped 
navigate evolving regulations so our members could make meaningful contributions during 
an unprecedented time. We showed Washington that America’s ethanol industry is not only 
“essential”, but an unsung hero in the effort to slow the spread of the virus.

We also held elected leaders accountable to commitments made before the pandemic, demanding 
that Washington stand with U.S. biofuel producers and reject illegal small refinery exemptions 
(SRE). As a result, in a long-overdue win, the White House directed the U.S. Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) to reject a raft of retroactive exemption requests — known as “gap-year” 
petitions. We worked diligently to stabilize the industry and accelerate its recovery — an effort 
that continues as drivers return to the roadways.

Despite some of the challenges we faced, the trend lines guiding our growth remain promising. 
The road to recovery is clear, and we are well-positioned to return back to a thriving marketplace, 
with an expanded retail footprint for E15 and a renewed focus on lowering our nation’s carbon 
footprint. To achieve that vision, we will work to educate newly elected officials in Congress and 
the administration, and continue to push our longtime champions, especially on the climate 
and human health benefits of biofuels. We will also be taking those two messages directly to 
consumers. Higher biofuel blends are the future, and rising demand for biofuels will drive climate 
solutions and rural growth for years to come.

So, on behalf of the Board of Directors and the entire team at Growth Energy, thank you for 
standing with us as the most vibrant and diverse ethanol trade association in the country. 
Together, we will press ahead on every opportunity, at home and abroad, to advance our shared 
vision through 2021 and beyond. 

Sincerely,

EMILY SKOR
CEO, Growth Energy
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2020:  
AN UNPRECEDENTED YEAR

WE BEGAN 2020 WITH FORWARD MOMENTUM —   
a 2020 Renewable Volume Obligation (RVO) that accounted for SREs, White House commitments to further 

embolden our E15 trailblazing, and a Phase One China trade deal that promised ethanol and distillers’ dried 

grains with solubles (DDGS) purchases. Then suddenly the global pandemic led to plummeting fuel demand, 

which compounded existing industry pain. We ended the year producing 13.95 billion gallons of ethanol, 11.7% 

below 2019 production.

While maintaining focus on our market-

building priorities, Growth Energy acted 

swiftly to help industry cope with the 

immediate crisis. We recalibrated our 

advocacy and messaging around our 

needs to get on the road to recovery, which 

included policies to: stabilize the industry, 

follow through on the administration’s 

promises, and build demand. 

Our external communications and 

public affairs highlighted the dire impact 

of COVID-19 on rural communities and 

leveraged the administration’s broken 

promises and unfulfilled actions to drive a 

wedge between Republicans and Democrats, 

elevating ethanol to the national political 

stage and inserting it into the forefront 

of key Midwestern congressional races. 

Additionally, we stressed to Congress and 

the media the essential role that co-products 

from ethanol production play in the ag 

supply chain and our nation’s economy — 

including CO2 for dry ice, beverages, food 

storage and water treatment — as well as 

high protein animal feed.

SHOWCASING OUR LEADERSHIP 

2020 ELC
Growth Energy CEO Emily Skor laid out 

our organization’s vision for 2020 and 

beyond, where “we envision a future 

without barriers in the marketplace. 

Where infrastructure nationwide 

supports all ethanol blends. Where 

policymakers globally lean in on ethanol, 

embracing it as a solution to climate 

change. And where consumer confidence 

in ethanol soars to new heights.”

2020 FEW
Skor said in her keynote to the 2020 

Fuel Ethanol Workshop (FEW) that while 

industry had to be agile during the pitfalls 

of COVID-19, we remained on course for 

our 2020 vision and have stayed true 

to our mission of positioning biofuels 

as the future of clean transportation 

fuels. She also rallied viewers to continue 

pushing EPA to reject any small refinery 

exemptions that are not in accordance 

with the law and to apply the 10th Circuit 

ruling nationwide.

STAYING
CONNECTED 

12 CONSECUTIVE WEEKS  
of all-member calls and updates

New COVID-19  
RESOURCES PORTAL

New  
ETHANOL DATA HUB 
launched

At its lowest point,  
HALF OF THE U.S. ETHANOL INDUSTRY 
was offline

9.8% DECLINE 
in exports from 2019

11.7% DECLINE 
in ethanol production from 2019

2020 EXECUTIVE LEADERSHIP 
CONFERENCE
In Key Biscayne, Fla., Growth Energy held its 11th Annual 

Executive Leadership Conference (ELC), themed “20/20 Vision”. 

Over 350 of the nation’s top ethanol industry leaders and 

innovators joined us for three days of discussions, networking, 

and charity events, and Growth Energy hosted our first annual 

ELC Technical Executive Forum. 

Attendees received updates from industry experts on expanding consumer 
access to Unleaded 88, growing the global ethanol outlook, forging a unified 
industry voice, and ensuring a low carbon future with ethanol fuels.
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“I hope, more than anything in the world, we are all back to in-person, 
soon. That being said, Growth Energy has all of this perfected. From 
Fly-Ins to the Biofuels Summit, to the Executive Leadership Conference, 
NOBODY compares to the efforts and organization of Growth Energy... 
Keep up the incredible work.”

— GROWTH ENERGY MEMBER

ACCELERATING 
MARKET DEVELOPMENT 

MARKET DEVELOPMENT

EXPANDING CONSUMER ACCESS TO UNLEADED 88 IN THE U.S.
Despite the depressed fuel market, retailer confidence in Unleaded 88 (E15) continued to grow in 2020. We 

saw a 10% growth in retail sites offering Unleaded 88, raising the total sites to 2,300 across the country. We 

brought on board four new retail partners to sell E15, and two retailers are piloting E15 replacing 87/E10. 

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) rolled out its Higher Blends Infrastructure Incentive Program (HBIIP) 

in May, with a commitment of $86 million in ethanol infrastructure to further accelerate E15 market adoption. 

In the first round of grants available, we helped our unmatched network of both large and small retail partners 

secure over $30 million in grants for over 290 sites selling more than 400 million gallons of gasoline annually. 

We launched the video series, “The E15 Expressway: Web Chats with Retailers”, where CEO Emily Skor 

spoke with eight retailers about the value of Unleaded 88 and how Growth Energy was instrumental in their 

decision to add the higher ethanol blend to their offerings. Skor spoke with Protec Fuel, Casey’s, Family 

Express, Thornton’s, Sheetz, and Kwik Trip — many of which were recipients of the original USDA biofuels 

infrastructure grant program, and received additional funding from HBIIP in this second round. The series 

aired on our social media and garnered over 3,200 views.

Growth Energy expanded our market development team, bringing on two new regional development 

directors in emerging markets, covering the northeastern and western regions. While our growing market 

development team was limited in face-to-face events with the retail community, they expanded their in 

person workshops to include online webinars. Over 20 retailers representing more than 50,000 sites 

participated in six webinars throughout the year, allowing Growth Energy to continue its high level of access 

to and maintain relationships with retailers.

10% RETAIL GROWTH IN 2020

4 NEW RETAILERS

203 TERMINALS OFFERING E15

2,300 SITES OFFERING E15

95% OF VEHICLES CAN USE E15

FUEL ETHANOL WORKSHOP & 
BIOFUELS SUMMIT
Given the ever-changing landscape of 2020, this year’s 

Fuel Ethanol Workshop virtual keynote address could 

not have been a more timely opportunity for CEO Emily 

Skor to address attendees. In September, days after EPA 

rejected 54 gap-year SREs, Skor spoke to hundreds of 

virtual participants about the state of the industry and 

the road to recovery. 

Growth Energy’s first-ever fully virtual Biofuels 

Summit was a resounding success, with 60% of survey 

participants saying our virtual event was the best 

virtual event of the year. The general session provided 

members with an exclusive update on market development 

efforts, our legal and government affairs strategy, as well 

as a conversation with our CEO and Board Chairman Dan 

Sanders. Over 150 of our members met via Zoom with 87 congressional offices spanning 15 states. 

Leading up to the summit, Growth Energy’s communications team released one-on-one video 

conversations between CEO Emily Skor and 10 Members of Congress, which had a total of over 15,000 

organic views across Growth Energy’s social media platforms. This provided an invaluable opportunity to 

showcase our organization’s relationship with key champions in Congress, but also for our members to 

hear directly from elected officials on issues that matter most.

Growth Energy CEO Emily Skor talks to Sen. Amy 
Klobuchar (D-Minn.) as part of the video series 
“Conversations with Biofuels Champions.”
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JAPAN
 » After years of stakeholder 

engagement and public 

comments, Japan raised the 

gasoline baseline carbon 

index to create a 46 MG ETBE 

market for U.S. ethanol 

VIETNAM
 » Ethanol tariff reduced from 20% to 15%

CHINA 
 » Ethanol tariff reduced to 45%

 » 21.2 million gallons exported in 2020

 » Pushed for the inclusion of ethanol and DDGs 

in the Phase One Trade Agreement with China

 » Participated in 8 USTR/USDA meetings

BRAZIL 
 » 199.8 million gallons exported  

in 2020

 » Held over 25 meetings with U.S. 

Government officials at USTR, 

USDA, and the U.S. Embassy to 

seek free and fair trade

 » Worked with Sen. Chuck 

Grassley (R-Iowa )and Rep. 

Darin LaHood (R-Ill.) to directly 

engage the Administration on 

our needs

MEXICO
 » 64 million gallons exported in 2020

 » Extended timeline to revise rulemaking to 

allow E10 nationwide

 » In-country consultant facilitated access to 

presidential advisors

 » Helped establish the E10 Coalition with the 

Mexican Sugar Chamber rallying domestic 

support for E10

 » Supported a Turner Mason study on 

consumer savings with E10

 » Hosted four retail workshops with Growth 

Energy staff, stakeholders, consultants, and 

U.S. retailers

 » Ongoing advocacy with U.S. Trade 

Representative (USTR), USDA, Capitol Hill, 

and the U.S. Embassy in Mexico

NORTH AMERICA
 » U.S.-Mexico-Canada Agreement 

ratified, reinforcing the 

importance of free trade 

with our No. 1 ethanol market 

(Canada) and our No. 1 DDG 

market (Mexico)

CANADA
 » 326.4 million gallons  

exported in 2020

 » Engaged with Canadian 

officials, stakeholders, 

retailers, and industry to 

support amendments to the 

proposed Clean Fuel Standard

 » Provided our technical 

expertise via three industry 

letters and a webinar with 

Casey’s on successful E15 

retail implementation  

INDONESIA
 » Technical, stakeholder, and political engagement 

helped lift Pertamia’s ban on ethanol imports

EXPANDING OURMARKETPLACE

GALLONS  
EXPORTED 

PERCENT  
OF TOTAL 

1 CANADA 326.4 mg 24.4% 

2 BRAZIL 199.8 mg 15.0% 

3 INDIA 189.6 mg 14.2% 

4 SOUTH KOREA 105.8 mg 7.9% 

5 NETHERLANDS 77.5 mg 5.8% 

TOP 5 EXPORT MARKETS
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FEDERAL PRIORITIES 

Growth Energy pursued a robust legislative and regulatory agenda 

designed to ensure that ethanol is not only the fuel of a rural economic 

renaissance, but the driving force behind a better future for decades to 

come. During three fly-ins our members held 255 meetings with Members 

of Congress to advocate for our top priorities. We facilitated 13 letters 

from Members of Congress to the White House and 11 letters from industry 

to call for action on these priorities. We mobilized rural voices to send 

8,000 letters and place more than 230 op-eds pressing for action.

UPHOLDING RFS INTEGRITY 
As we looked toward recovery, we focused on rallying Growth Energy 

members, farmers, and biofuels champions in Congress to continue pushing 

back against abuse of the SRE program. 

 » We coordinated the signatures of 93 farm organizations, biofuel 

stakeholders, and plant managers from across the country, who called 

on President Trump to “stand up against an urgent threat facing rural 

communities” and reject oil industry exemptions from the Renewable 

Fuel Standard (RFS).

 » We partnered with ag and biofuel industry groups in sending a letter 

to EPA calling on the agency to reject “gap-year” SRE petitions. 

 » We coordinated joint media opportunities with National Farmers Union (NFU) and National Corn 

Growers Association (NCGA) to drive comments to Congress from farmers.

Federally, we secured a number of victories:

 » No new SREs granted in 2020.

 » 54 gap-year SREs were denied.

 » EPA affirmed that no new regulations would be needed to avoid environmental backsliding from the RFS.

 » Rep. Collin Peterson’s (D-Minn.) RFS Integrity Act was included in a clean energy package and 

passed the House. The package also expanded carbon capture research to include biofuels.

 » USDA was prohibited from sending Commodity Credit Corporation money to oil companies who 

received SREs.

FIGHTING FOR BIOFUELS IN  
THE COURTS
In January 2020, the 10th Circuit Court of Appeals in Denver 

issued a unanimous decision that invalidated SREs granted by EPA 

to three refineries for the 2016-2017 compliance years, ruling that:

 » EPA cannot extend SREs to refineries that had not received 

SREs continuously in previous years.

 » Any finding of “disproportionate economic hardship” must be 

tied solely to RFS compliance.

Growth Energy heralded the decision in the press and utilized the 

court’s recognition of EPA abuse as a powerful proof point against 

SREs in a series of public statements and ongoing communications  

with policymakers.

Additionally in 2020, Growth Energy pressed ahead on  

a number of other significant litigation, including:

 » Filing a brief in support of EPA’s final rule allowing E15 year-round.

 » Fighting the 31 SREs granted for the 2018 compliance.

 » Asking the court to enforce EPA to respond to its 2017 

remand of 500 million gallons of improperly waived blending.

 » Pressing EPA on its failure to properly respond to a Freedom 

of Information Act request on SREs.

 » Fighting in court to get EPA to make up for lost Renewable 

Identification Numbers (RINs) from past SREs granted after 

the issuance of RVOs.

DRIVING POLICY

8,000+ LETTERS  
to Members of Congress 
from biofuels advocates

255 MEETINGS  
with Members of 
Congress

230+ OP-EDS  
and letters to the  
editor placed

23 EVENTS ATTENDED  
on administration visits to 
battleground states

13 LETTERS  
to Congress on priority 
issues

13 PANELS 
and town halls on  
key issues

12 FOREIGN  
TRADE MISSIONS  
to 5 countries

11 PRO-ETHANOL  
bills in Congress

11 INDUSTRY-LED 
letters

6 FORMAL MEETINGS  
with EPA officials on RFS 
integrity

Field team engagement in  
5 STATES

Testified at  
3 EPA HEARINGS

Sen. Joni Ernst (R-Iowa) visits a plant 
in Hanlontown, Iowa. 

 » S. 1840:  
RFS Integrity Act

 » S. 3986: Bill to 
expedite cellulosic 
biofuel registrations

 » S. 4481:  
Adopt GREET Act

 » S. 5050: Renewable 
Fuel Infrastructure Act

 » H.R. 2059: Bill to make permanent the 
second generation biofuel producer credit

 » H.R. 3006: RFS Integrity Act 

 » H.R. 6671: Clean Fuels Deployment Act

 » H.R. 6800: HEROES Act 

 » H.R. 8371: Next Generation Fuels Act

 » H.R. 8759: Bill to expedite cellulosic 
biofuel registrations

 » H.R. 8995: SCALE Act

11 PRO-ETHANOL BILLS IN CONGRESS
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POSITIONING CLIMATE AS A HUMAN HEALTH SOLUTION
Throughout 2020, Growth Energy never missed a chance to showcase biofuels as the premier climate 

and human health solution — one that is available today, compatible with our existing auto fleet, and 

affordable for communities around the world. Specifically, we:

 » Offered testimony to the EPA’s COVID-19 Review Panel urging regulators to examine the impact of 

toxic gasoline additives on respiratory health and the potential benefits of higher ethanol blends.

 » Promoted the inclusion of biofuels in reports released by Democrat leaders on both the U.S. House 

Select Committee on the Climate Crisis and U.S. Senate Special Committee on the Climate Crisis.

 » Submitted six comments on climate plans and consideration of low carbon fuel standards 

in California, Washington, Colorado, and Puget Sound. Submitted comments to EPA on the 

importance of a positive F-factor to incentivize future production of flexible fuel vehicles. 

 » Participated in two Canadian Clean Fuel Standard Workshops to help shape their climate 

program to include biofuels. 

 » Engaged several environmental non-profit groups on discussions on federal climate policies.

ACCELERATING E15 THROUGH REGULATORY ACTION
State Priorities

Following EPA’s approval for year-round E15, Growth Energy immediately pivoted to breaking down 

other barriers to new markets across multiple states — an effort that included five regulatory comments 

to EPA, heavy engagement with our U.S. Senate champions on E15 labeling and infrastructure, and a 

continued drumbeat of communications designed to educate stakeholders on the need for action.

CALIFORNIA
 » Submitted Tier 1 multi-media evaluation

 » Initiated Tier 2 tailpipe and evaporative emissions testing

MINNESOTA
 » Endorsed statewide E15 initiative from the Governor’s 

Council on Biofuels

IOWA
 » Supported Iowa 5-cent tax differential for E15 and higher 

blends

KENTUCKY, GEORGIA, & OHIO
 » Supported efforts to incentivize growth of E15 with 

comments and testimony
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We also developed positioning, policy, 

and messaging for Growth Energy 

and our members to be ready on “Day 

One” of the new administration. These 

outlined the role our industry plays 

in decarbonizing the transportation 

sector, fueling rural economies, 

and ameliorating health outcomes 

for all Americans. All of these 

efforts positioned Growth Energy to 

immediately begin leading on our 

administrative and regulatory requests 

heading into the new administration.

BIDEN’S CLIMATE PLAN
“Doubling down on the liquid fuels of the future, 

which make agriculture a key part of the 

solution to climate change. Advanced biofuels 

are now closer than ever as we begin to build the 

first plants for biofuels, creating jobs and new 

solutions to reduce emissions in planes, ocean-

going vessels, and more.”

Growth Energy staff member Majda Olson, Secretary Tom Vilsack, then-presidential candidate Joe Biden, former Iowa 

Lieutenant Governor Patty Judge, and Growth Energy Board Member Jim Leiting tour Big River Resources in Iowa.

PREPARING FOR  
AN INCOMING ADMINISTRATION
Leading up to the 2020 election, we prepared for all 

political outcomes by forging relationships and developing 

collateral to engage the winning candidate’s team. 

We worked closely with key influencers to involve both the 

candidate and his advisors. That work paid off with a visit 

to one of our member plants where then-candidate Joe 

Biden saw firsthand how our industry works every day to 

boost rural economies, while reducing the burden on our 

environment. It’s also what secured biofuels’ inclusion in 

both his rural and climate plans.

In the midst of a presidential primary and during the 2020 

Iowa Caucuses, Growth Energy worked to secure an on-the-

record statement from then-candidate Joe Biden in support 

of biofuels, as well as critical commitments on our priorities 

— including putting an end to SRE abuse. 

“[Trump’s] reckless, unnecessary 
trade war and Big Oil ethanol waivers 
have decimated Iowa farmers and 
producers — evaporating livelihoods 
and exacerbating a tragic spike in farm 
bankruptcies.” 

— Candidate Joe Biden  

Des Moines Register, Jan. 6, 2020

BIDEN’S RURAL PLAN
“Promote ethanol and the next 

generation of biofuels. Biden 

believes renewable fuels are vital 

to the future of rural America — 

and the climate. As part of his 

R&D investment, Biden will invest 

in developing the next generation 

of biofuels. Biden will invest in 

research to develop cellulosic 

biofuels in a manner that protects 

our soil and water and addresses 

the challenge of climate change, 

while turning grass, crop residues, 

and other biomass into fuel. 

Doubling down on these liquid 

fuels of the future will not only 

make value-added agriculture 

a key part of the solution to 

climate change — reducing 

emissions in planes, ships, and 

other forms of transportation 

— but will also create quality 

jobs across rural America. From 

day one, President Biden will 

use every tool at his disposal, 

including the federal fleet and the 

federal government’s purchasing 

power, to promote and advance 

renewable energy, ethanol, and 

other biofuels.”

Once the general election was behind us, we shifted 

to engaging those who would be shaping the incoming 

administration and key policy priorities. We developed an 

in-depth transition memo for the Biden transition team, 

and secured a meeting to brief the team on our priorities 

and establish our value in helping deliver on President 

Biden’s climate goals. And we didn’t stop there.
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2020 FINANCIAL SUMMARY 

17

DRIVING ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
As fuel markets collapsed and biofuel plants shuttered, the Growth Energy government relations 

team worked to relay the pandemic’s impact on not only our industry, but the entire ag supply chain. 

This provided a timely opportunity to share with Members of Congress the importance of ethanol’s 

co-products, such as carbon dioxide and hand sanitizer. We worked with our champions in Congress, 

including Sen. Amy Klobuchar (D-Minn.) and Sen. Chuck Grassley (R-Iowa) and Rep. Collin Peterson 

(D-Minn.), who fought for provisions in aid packages that included relief for biofuels. On December 

22, Congress passed the final relief bill for 2020, which included $13 billion for USDA to support our 

farmers and ag sector. The law specifically allows for payments to producers of advanced biofuel, 

biomass-based diesel, cellulosic biofuel, conventional biofuel, or renewable fuel. 

The Growth Energy government and public affairs teams highlighted all of these benefits to federal 

lawmakers throughout the year as we:

 » Worked with the office of Vice President Mike Pence to provide strategic industry insight on CO2 

supply shortage.

 » Joined leading ag and biofuel groups in sending a joint letter to House and Senate leadership 

urging for COVID-19 relief for the biofuels industry.

 » Worked with our members and key stakeholders to secure signatures of 70 mayors across 10 states 

to reject the oil-state governors request for biofuel blending waivers for refiners due to COVID-19.

 » Led a letter to the U.S. House Committee on Energy and Commerce supporting a carbon capture 

amendment, which ultimately passed through a House energy package.

 » Worked with regulators to ensure that biofuel producers were classified as essential workers  

under federal guidelines.

RESPONSIBLE STEWARDSHIP 
OF RESOURCES 
 » Ensured uninterrupted operations during the pandemic by implementing our internal 

Communicable Disease Policy and Preparedness Plan

 » Protected assets and leveraged budget saving opportunities 

 » Balanced the budget by trimming 23% in expenses to address a $6 million revenue shortfall

ACCELERATE E15 AND HIGHER BLENDS 

$6,255 (35%)

ACCESS GLOBAL MARKETS

$1,525 (8%)

CLIMATE AND HUMAN HEALTH

$1,014 (6%)

ENSURE RFS INTEGRITY

$4,945 (27%)

SERVE AS PREMIERE  
BIOFUELS VOICE

$4,387 (24%)

TOTAL BUDGET: $18,126,000

187
3,800+
INTERVIEWS WITH SENIOR STAFF

SNAPSHOTMEDIA

2020 ACTUAL EXPENSE BY STRATEGIC PRIORITY

Figures are in thousands and include an allocation of staff time.

MENTIONS IN THE PRESS In October 2020, Growth Energy sponsored a virtual townhall hosted by 
AgWeb’s Chip Flory, where CEO Emily Skor and NCGA President John 
Linder shared their vision on how corn growers and biofuel producers 
can work together to unleash the power of ethanol.
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STAFF DIRECTORY BOARD DIRECTORY

STAFF & BOARD LIST

EMILY SKOR 
CEO 

WILL BECK 
Regional Sales Director

CHRIS BLILEY 
Senior VP of Regulatory Affairs

SARA BRENDEN 
Senior Manager of Market 
Development & Events

BEN BUTTERFIELD 
Controller

LEIGH CLAFFEY 
Director of Communications

MICHAELA COLON 
Finance Associate

DANIEL CONES 
Senior Manager of Data  
& Operations

PATTI DAINO 
Executive Assistant

DAVID DURLING 
Regional Sales Director

JOHN FUHER 
VP of Government Affairs 

DAN SANDERS 
Vice President,  
Front Range Energy  
Board Chair

MITCH MILLER 
CEO,  
NUVU Fuels 
Board Vice-Chair

TOM WILLIS 
CEO / President,  
Conestoga Energy Partners, 
LLC 
Board Treasurer

RAY BRADBURY 
President, Risk Management — 
Corn, ADM

JEFF BROIN 
Chairman & CEO,  
POET, LLC

TOM BUIS 
Board Member,  
Growth Energy

ELIZABETH FUNDERBURK 
VP of Communications &  
Public Affairs

BRYCE JONES 
Senior Director of Membership

JOSEPH KAKESH 
General Counsel

KELLY MANNING 
VP of Development

ZACH MARTIN 
Director of Government Affairs

MIKE O’BRIEN 
VP of Market Development

MAJDA OLSON 
Senior Director of 
Communications

HOUSTON RUCK 
Creative Director 

KATIE WEBSTER 
Communications Manager

RYAN WELSH 
Director of Sales & Marketing

RICHARD CHILDRESS 
Chairman & CEO,  
Richard Childress Racing

JIM LEITING 
CEO,  
Big River Resources, LLC

MARK MARQUIS 
CEO,  
Marquis Energy, Inc.

JIM PIROLLI 
Senior VP, Trade & Processing,  
The Andersons, Inc.

RICK SCHWARCK 
President,  
Absolute Energy, LLC

DAVE VANDERGRIEND 
Founder & CEO,  
ICM, Inc.

NATHAN VANDERGRIEND 
President & CEO,  
PROtect, LLC
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FULL LIST OF MEMBERSHIP

MEMBER LIST

PRODUCER
 » Absolute Energy, L.L.C.

 » Ace Ethanol LLC

 » Adkins Energy LLC

 » Archer Daniels Midland Co. - Cedar 
Rapids Dry Mill

 » Archer Daniels Midland Co. - Cedar 
Rapids Wet Mill

 » Archer Daniels Midland Co. - 
Clinton

 » Archer Daniels Midland Co. - 
Columbus Dry Mill

 » Archer Daniels Midland Co. - 
Columbus Wet Mill

 » Archer Daniels Midland Co. - 
Decatur

 » Archer Daniels Midland Co. - 
Marshall

 » Archer Daniels Midland Co. - Peoria

 » Badger State Ethanol

 » Big River Resources Boyceville, 
LLC

 » Big River Resources Galva, LLC

 » Big River Resources West 
Burlington, LLC

 » Big River United Energy, LLC

 » Blue Flint Ethanol, LLC

 » Bridgeport Ethanol, LLC

 » Bushmills Ethanol

 » Carbon Green Bioenergy, LLC

 » Cardinal Ethanol, LLC

 » Chief Ethanol Fuels Inc. - Hastings

 » Conestoga Energy Partners, LLC - 
Arkalon Energy

 » Conestoga Energy Partners, LLC - 
Bonanza

 » Conestoga Energy Partners, LLC - 
Diamond Ethanol

 » Corn, LP

 » Denco II, LLC

 » ELEMENT, LLC

 » Fox River Valley Ethanol LLC

 » Front Range Energy, LLC

 » Glacial Lakes Energy, LLC - 
Aberdeen

 » Glacial Lakes Energy, LLC - Huron

 » Glacial Lakes Energy, LLC - 
Watertown

 » Golden Grain Energy, LLC

 » ICM Biofuels, Inc.

 » Iroquois Bio-Energy Company, LLC

 » Kansas Ethanol, LLC

 » Lincolnland Agri-Energy, LLC

 » Marquis Energy - Wisconsin, LLC

 » Marquis Energy, LLC

 » Mid America Bio Energy

 » Nebraska Corn Processing, LLC

 » Pennsylvania Grain Processing, 
LLC

 » Plymouth Energy, LLC

 » POET Biorefining - Alexandria

 » POET Biorefining - Ashton

 » POET Biorefining - Big Stone

 » POET Biorefining - Bingham Lake

 » POET Biorefining - Caro

 » POET Biorefining - Chancellor

 » POET Biorefining - Cloverdale

 » POET Biorefining - Coon Rapids

 » POET Biorefining - Corning

 » POET Biorefining - Emmetsburg

 » POET Biorefining - Fostoria

 » POET Biorefining - Glenville

 » POET Biorefining - Gowrie

 » POET Biorefining - Groton

 » POET Biorefining - Hanlontown

 » POET Biorefining - Hudson

 » POET Biorefining - Jewell

 » POET Biorefining - Laddonia

 » POET Biorefining - Lake Crystal

 » POET Biorefining - Leipsic

 » POET Biorefining - Macon

 » POET Biorefining - Marion

 » POET Biorefining - Mitchell

 » POET Biorefining - North 
Manchester

 » POET Biorefining - Portland

 » POET Biorefining - Preston

 » POET Research Center

 » Prairie Horizon Agri-Energy

 » PureField Ingredients

 » Quad County Corn Processors

 » Redfield Energy, LLC

 » Reeve Agri Energy

 » Siouxland Energy Cooperative

 » Sterling Ethanol, LLC

 » Tharaldson Ethanol Plant I, LLC

ASSOCIATE
 » AgCountry Farm Credit 

Services

 » AGRA Industries, Inc.

 » Agricultural Retailers 
Association

 » Alfa Laval, Inc.

 » AmeriPride Services, Inc.

 » Archangel, Inc.

 » Association of Equipment 
Manufacturers

 » BASF

 » BetaTec Hop Products, Inc

 » Bioleap, Inc.

 » Bion Analytical

 » Brown Tank LLC

 » Buckman

 » Bushel

 » Christianson PLLP

 » CHS, Inc.

 » CoBank, ACB

 » Colorado Corn Growers 
Association

 » Compeer Financial

 » Compli Associates

 » Corn Marketing Program of 
Michigan

 » CSM Sport & Entertainment

 » CTE Global, Inc.

 » D3MAX, LLC

 » Dedert

 » Direct Automation, LLC

 » Distillers Grains Technology 
Council

 » DSM

 » Dupont Industrial Biosciences

 » Eco-Energy, Inc.

 » EcoEngineers

 » ERI Solutions, Inc.

 » Fagen, Inc.

 » Farm Credit Services of 
America

 » Flottweg

 » Fluid Quip Process 
Technologies, LLC

 » Franzenburg

 » Fremont Industries, Inc.

 » GEA Mechanical Equipment 
U.S., Inc

 » Greenfield Global Inc.

 » H2O Innovation

 » Hawkins, Inc.

 » HTP Energy

 » Hydrite Chemical

 » ICM, Inc.

 » IMA of Kansas

 » Indiana Ethanol Producers 
Association

 » Innovative Technologies

 » Iowa Corn Growers Association

 » Iowa Renewable Fuels 
Association

 » Kansas Corn Growers 
Association

 » KCoe Isom, LLP

 » Kinect Energy Group

 » Lallemand Biofuels & Distilled 
Spirits

 » Leaf

 » McGladrey

 » Minnesota Corn Growers 
Association

 » Missouri Corn Growers 
Association

 » Murex N.A Ltd.

 » Nalco Water

 » National Corn to Ethanol 
Research Center

 » Nebraska Corn Board

 » Nebraska Ethanol Board

 » North Dakota Corn Growers

 » North Dakota Ethanol 
Producers Association

 » Novozymes

 » Nutrien

 » NUVUFuels

 » Ohio Corn & Wheat Growers 
Association

 » One Ethanol

 » Phibro Ethanol Performance 
Group

 » Renew Kansas

 » Renewable Fuels Nebraska

 » Richard Childress Racing

 » RPMG

 » SBI General & Mechanical

 » Separator Technology 
Solutions

 » Soliton Labratories

 » South Dakota Corn Growers

 » South Dakota Farmers Union

 » SUEZ

 » Sukup Bins

 » Syngenta

 » Tom Farms

 » TransMontaigne

 » Trident Automation

 » Trucent

 » U.S. Water Services

 » United Sorghum Checkoff 
Program

 » Vistacomm

 » Whitefox Technologies

 » Willis Towers Watson

 » Winbco

 » Wisconsin Biofuels Association

 » Wisconsin Corn Growers 
Association
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